The Mississippi State Department of Health's

Office of Tobacco Control, working with the Social

Science Research Center at MSU, collected local

and state data. Utilizing local data from surveys,

tax revenue, and hospital admissions, we educated

policy-makers, citizens, and legislators on the

dangers of exposure to secondhand smoke and

benefits of smoke-free air. Educational outreach

included broadcast and social media campaigns,

Smokefree Communities | Starkville

SUPPORT FOR SMOKEFREE AIR OCTOBER 2010

Results from the Social Climate Survey of Tobacco Control
demonstrate broad voter support for smoke-free laws. More than 7
in 10 Starkville adults support a law that would prohibit smoking in
all indoor workplaces, including offices, restaurants, and bars; while
three-quarters of Starkville adults support a law that would prohibit

2010 Mississippi Social Climate
Survey of Tobacco Control

SUPPORT FOR SMOKEFREE AIR JANUARY 2011

Results from the most recent Social Climate Survey demonstrate strong support for smoke free
air in Mississippi. Moreover, more than half of smokers support a state law prohibiting smoking
in indoor places.

= More than three-quarters of Mississippi likely voters (77.7%) favor a state law prohibiting
smoking in most indoor places, including workplaces, public buildings, offices, restaurants,
& bars

Fewer than one in six Mississippi likely voters (16.0%) oppose a state law.
More than 60% of smokers support a state law as opposed to only
38.6% who are opposed.
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= Almost two-thirds of Mississippi likely voters (64.1%) would vote for a candidate who
supports a law that does prohibits smoking in indoor public places, while only 18.6% would
vote for a candidate who opposes the law (assuming the two candidates were about the
same on all other issues). The remaining 17.3% of likely voters reported that the candidate’s
position on this law would make no difference in how they voted.
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MS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS

Please note that the criteria ANR uses is
more strict than that of MTD. Therefore, our
estimate of approximately 20% is higher.
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