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Overview

• Trends in youth smoking
• Trends in adult smoking
• Smoke-free communities
• Economic impacts of tobacco
• Policy directions
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Burden of Tobacco in MS
• $1.5 billion – Estimated Direct Medical Costs from 

Smoking

• $360 million – Indirect Absenteeism Effects

• $1.1 billion – Indirect Presenteeism Effects

• 68,000 children alive now in MS will die prematurely from 
smoking

• $128.6 million – Amount tobacco industry spends on 
marketing in MS
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More than half of 
current e-cigarette 
users are not 
cigarette smokers

Source: Mississippi Youth 
Tobacco Survey



• Mississippi 
ranks 6th in 
current 
smoking 
among adults 

• 23.0% of 
Mississippi 
adults are 
current 
smokers



• “Have you smoked at 
least 100 cigarettes in 
your life?”

• “Do you now smoke 
cigarettes every day, 
some days, or not at 
all?”

Source: Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS)





31.47% of 
Mississippians are 
protected
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77.3% of 
Mississippi 
adults favor a 
state-wide 
smoke-free 
law



On average, 
hospitality 
revenue 
increased by 
4.48% 
following 
implementation 
of a smoke-free 
ordinance



In Starkville and 
Hattiesburg, heart 
attack admission 
rates decreased 
following 
implementation 
of smoke-free 
ordinances



• Mississippi 
Ranks 38th in 
state cigarette 
excise tax

• Mississippi’s tax 
= 68 cents

• Average state tax 
= $1.61
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• 73.0% of 
Mississippi adults 
support raising the 
age of purchase to 
21

• Raising the age of 
purchase is 
effective because it 
puts legal 
purchasers outside 
high school 
students’ social 
networks

Source: Mississippi Social Climate 
Survey of Tobacco Control 





For More Information

• Visit mstobaccodata.org


