
An Update from Mississippi 
Tobacco Data

Dr. Robert McMillen and Emily McClelland, M.S. 

8 March 2022



State Rankings
● Current cigarette smoking among high school students (2019 YRBS): 17

th

 

at 6.6%

● Current cigarette smoking among adults (2020 BRFSS): 4

th

 at 20.1%

● Per capita cigarette consumption (2020): 7

th

 at 54.5

● State cigarette excise tax (2021): 39

th

 at $0.68

○ Average is $1.91, highest is $4.35

● Population covered by 100% smokefree laws: 35

th

 at 31.3%



36% of the Mississippi 
population is protected by a 
comprehensive smoke-free 
ordinance



Youth Tobacco Use





Youth Studies in FY2021
● Mississippi Youth Tobacco Survey

○ E-Cigarette and Tobacco Related Attitudes and 

Behaviors among Mississippi High School Students: 

Virtual Focus Groups (Alternative to 2020 YTS)



Focus Group Highlights
● First encounters with vaping occurs before receiving any anti-vaping education.

● Flavor preference may be age related.

● Getting vapes is extremely easy at any age.

● Student do not have CONFIDENTIAL resources to help them stop vaping.





Youth Studies in FY2022
● Mississippi Youth Tobacco Survey

○ In the field



Mississippi State University, 2021
● Witnessed a violation of the local smoke-free ordinance: 

12.1%

● Past 30-day vaping: 37.7%

● Past 30-day cigarette smoking: 17.4%

● Past 30-day smokeless tobacco use: 6.5%

● Current hookah: 2.0%



University of Mississippi, 2021 
● Witnessed a violation of the local smoke-free ordinance: 

16.8%

● Past 30-day vaping: 32.8%

● Past 30-day cigarette smoking: 17.8%

● Past 30-day smokeless tobacco use: 8.5%

● Current hookah: 4.1%



University of Southern Mississippi, 2021 
● Witnessed a violation of the local smoke-free ordinance: 8.7%

● Past 30-day vaping: 23.5%

● Past 30-day cigarette smoking: 11.7%

● Past 30-day smokeless tobacco use: 3.6%

● Current hookah: 1.6%





Little Meaningful Federal or Mississippi Regulation on 
Vaping

● No federal or Mississippi “tobacco” tax on vaping

● No marketing restrictions

● No quality control oversight

● Flavored vaping products remain on the market





College Students Follow the Flavors, 2019-2021
● MSU

○ Disposable, .5% to 32.5% to 40.4%

○ Pod-based, 63.7% to 29.4% to 26.6%

● UMiss

○ Disposable, 0% to 51.8% to 51.2%

○ Pod-based, 78.5% to 29.2% to 30.7%

● USM

○ Disposable, 0% to 14.9% to 39.7%

○ Pod-based, 51.7% to 31.9% to 20.7%





FDA Potential Action
● Robert Califf is the new Commissioner

● Premarket Tobacco Application

● Synthetic nicotine



2020 BRFSS

● 20.1% of Mississippi adults are current 

smokers































For More Information

Visit mstobaccodata.org


