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Background: In 2003, we presented findings from three consecutive cross-sectional assessments of
the social climate of tobacco control. Results from these three surveys demonstrated significant
increases in the percent of smokers who ban smoking in their homes and in support for smoking bans
in public places among smokers.

Objective: To determine who are the smokers that ban smoking in their homes and who support
smoking bans in public places.

Methods: Four consecutive cross-sectional household telephone surveys representing national
probability samples of adults from all 50 states were conducted in the summers of 2000 to 2003.

Results: Responses from 2162 smokers demonstrated that smokers who lived in homes with smoking
bans or worked in places with smoking bans were more likely to support smoking bans in other places.
Smokers who had made a quit attempt in the past year or who only smoked on some days were also
more supportive of smoking bans. Finally, support for smoking bans tended to be more prevalent
among females than males,  Euro-Americans than African-Americans, smokers who live in the western
region than those in other regions of the US,  younger smokers than older smokers, and smokers with
higher levels of education (p<.05 for all comparisons). 

Significance: These data, we believe, have a number of implications for tobacco control interventions.
Ultimately, most tobacco control policies are aimed at the smoker. A better understanding of which
smokers are receptive to these policies can improve efforts to reduce the prevalence of cigarette
smoking and ETS exposure.
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RESULTS

- Although public support for smoking bans
is greater among nonsmokers, a substantial
percentage of smokers also support
smoking bans

- Smokers who have a made a quit attempt
in the past year are more likely to support
smoking bans than those who have not
made a quit attempt

- Some day smokers are more likely to
support smoking bans than those who
smoke everyday

- Smokers who live in smokefree homes are
more likely to support smoking bans than
those who do not

- Smokers who work in place that ban indoor
smoking are more likely to support smoking
bans than those who do not

- Support for smoking bans tended to vary
across sociodemographic categories

CONCLUSIONS

These data, we believe, have a number of
implications for tobacco control interven-
tions. Ultimately, most tobacco control
policies are aimed at the smoker. A better
understanding of which smokers are
receptive to these policies can improve
efforts to reduce the prevalence of cigarette
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